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Keeping the Christmas Season by Jennifer Gregory Miller  

The days building up to the Solemnity of Christmas have been 
full of expectation and anticipation ς and probably full of 
busy activity. We have counted down the days until Christmas 
ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƛƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ς the 
climax is spread out for several weeks. This year, 2010, the 
Christmas season is a bit short, lasting only 16 days, with the 
last day of the season being the Baptism of Our Lord on 
January 9, 2011.  

Our family enjoys having a prayer companion and picture 
study to mark the days of the liturgical seasons. To avoid that 
letdown, this is a little prayer companion to mark the days of 
the Christmas season.  

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 
sing a different Christmas carol for each day of the Christmas 
season. Not all days have the lyrics to the carol, due to lack of 
space. 

These pages will be kept in a horizontal easel binder, with 
ŜȄǘǊŀ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǳǎŜΦ 
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December 24: Christmas Eve 
 
After attending the vigil Mass, we have a ceremony to place Baby Jesus in 
the Manger. This is our prayer ceremony; depending on attention span, it 
will be shortened. We gather in another part of the house, holding the Christ 
Child, and lighted candles, and process to the manger, singing Silent Night: 
 
Silent Night! Holy Night!   Silent Night! Holy Night!  
All is calm, all is bright,    Shepherds quake at the sight!  
'Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.  Glories stream from heaven afar,  
Holy Infant so tender and mild,   Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia.  
Sleep in heavenly peace,   Christ the Savior is born!  
Sleep in heavenly peace.   Christ the Savior is born!  

 
Silent Night! Holy Night!  
Son of God, love's pure light.  
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!  

 

Then a shortened version of the Proclamation of the Birth of Christ is read: 
 
From the Roman Martyrology: 
In the twenty-fourth day of the month of December; 
In the forty-second year of the Empire of Octavian Augustus; 
In the Sixth Age of the world while all the earth was at peace,  

JESUS CHRIST, 
Eternal God, and Son of the Eternal Father, willing to consecrate the world 
by His gracious coming; having been conceived of the Holy Ghost, and the 
nine months since His conception having now passed (all kneel),  
was born in Bethlehem of Judah of the Virgin Mary, made man. (Very 
solemnly):  

THE BIRTHDAY ACCORDING TO THE FLESH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.  
 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Christ Child is laid in the manger.  
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Christmas Eve Prayers (continued) 

Father: Our help is in the Name of the Lord  

All: who made heaven and earth. 

All: The eternal Word, born of the Father before time began, today emptied 
himself for our sake and became man.  
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 
for He has looked with favor on His lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and Holy is His Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear Him 
in every generation. 
 
He has shown the strength of His arm, 
He has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich He has sent away empty. 
 

He has come to the help of His servant Israel 
for He has remembered His promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our Fathers, 
to Abraham and His children for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.  
 

All: The eternal Word, born of the Father before time began, today emptied 
himself for our sake and became man. 

 
From the holy Gospel according to St. Luke (2:15-20):  

And it came to pass, when the angels had departed from them into 
heaven, that the shepherds were saying to ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ άLet us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǳǎΦέ So they went with haste, and they 

found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in the manger. And 
when they had seen, they understood what had been told them 
concerning this Child. And all who heard marveled at the things told 
them by the shepherds.  
But Mary kept in mind all these words, pondering them in her heart. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all that 
they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken to them.  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Father: The Word was made flesh, alleluia.  

All: And dwelt among us, alleluia.  

Father: O Lord, hear my prayer.  

All: And let my cry come to You.  

 
Father: Let us pray. O God, who made this most holy night to shine forth 
with the brightness of the true Light, grant we beseech Thee, that we who 
have known the mystery of His light on earth, may attain the enjoyment of 
His happiness in heaven. Who lives and reigns with Thee forever and ever. 
All: Amen.  
 

Crib Blessing (optional): 
Father: Bless, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, this crib (he sprinkles it with 
holy water) which we have prepared in honor of the new birth in the flesh 
of Thine only begotten Son, that all who devoutly contemplate in this image 
the mystery of His Incarnation, may be filled with the light of His glory. Who 
lives and reigns with Thee forever and ever.  
All: Amen.  
 
All Sing:  

O come all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant,  
To Jesus, to Jesus in Bethlehem.  
Come and behold Him,  
Born the King of Angels,  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ our Lord.  
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Before Breakfast 

Leader:  The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia! 

All: And dwelt among us, alleluia, alleluia! 

Leader: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, 

All: Before the face of the Lord, for He comes. 

Leader: Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to 
receive from Thy bounty. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

After Breakfast 

Leader:  Glory to God in the highest! 

All: And on earth peace to men of good will, alleluia! 

Leader: The Lord has reigned, 

All: And He is clothed with beauty. 

Leader:  O Almighty God, the Savior of the world, who hast nourished 
us with heavenly food, we give Thee thanks for the gift of this 
bodily refreshment which we have received from Thy bountiful 
mercy. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 
Before Dinner 

Leader:  All the ends of the earth have seen, alleluia! 

All: The Salvation of our God, alleluia! 

Leader: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

All: The Lord is God and He has shone upon us. 

Leader: Unto us a child is born, Alleluia 

All:  A Son is given to us, Alleluia. 

Leader: Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to 
receive from Thy bounty. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

After Dinner 

Leader:  The goodness of God our Savior has appeared. 

All: Not by the works of Justice which we have done, but according 
to His mercy, He saved us. 

Leader:  A sanctified day has shone upon us, alleluia! 

All:  Come, you nations, and adore the Lord! 

Leader: Let us pray. Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that the 
new birth in the flesh of Thine only-begotten Son may set us 
free, whom the old bondage holds under the yoke of sin. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

Leader:  We give Thee thanks, Almighty God, for these and all Thy gifts, 
which we have received from Thy bounty. Who livest and 
reignest world without end. 

All: Amen. 
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Christmas Night Prayers at the Crib 
 

Father: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Father: Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 

All: Who made heaven and earth. 

 
Father: Let us think over whether our actions during the day have done honor 
to the Christ-Child (pause). 
Let us ask forgiveness for what we have not done as we should. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come: 
Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
All: Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 
 
All: This day Christ is born; this day the Savior has appeared; this day angels 
are singing on earth, archangels are rejoicing. This day the just are glad and 
say, Glory to God in high heaven, alleluia.  
 
All Pray: (Psalm 134) 
Come, bless the Lord, * all you servants of the Lord.  
Who stand in the house of the Lord * during the hours of the night.  
Lift up your hands toward the sanctuary * and bless the Lord.  
May the Lord bless you from Sion, * the maker of heaven and earth.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son * and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, * world without end. 
Amen. 
All: (Repeat antiphon preceding psalm.) 
 
Mother or Eldest Child: (Lesson from Jeremiah): You are in our midst, Lord, 
and Your holy Name has been invoked upon us. Do not forsake us, O Lord our 
God. The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Father: Into Your hands, O Lord, * I commend my spirit. 

All: Into Your hands, O Lord, * I commend my spirit. 

Father: For You have redeemed us, O Lord, God of truth. 

All: I commend my spirit. 

Father: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit. 

All: Into Your hands, O Lord, * I commend my spirit. 

Father: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye. 

All: Shelter us under the shadow of Your wings. 

 
Canticle of Simeon  (Luke 2:29-32) 

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled: 
 

my own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people: 
 

a light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, * world without 
end. Amen. 

Father: O Lord, hear my prayer. 

All: And let my cry come to You. 

Father: Let us pray. Visit this dwelling, we beseech Thee, O Lord, and drive far 
from it all snares of the enemy. Let Thy holy Angels dwell herein, who may 
keep us in peace, and let Thy blessing be always upon us. Through Christ our 
Lord. 

All: Amen. 

Father: Let us remember the saints who come with us today to show their love 
for the Christ-Child. 

(The Collect or some other appropriate part of the Mass of the day is read.) 

Let us now sing a carol to the Christ-Child so that He may rest peacefully with 
us this night. 

Night prayers end with a favorite carol.  
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Adoration of the Shepherds, Agnolo Bronzino, 1539-40 

December 25: Solemnity of the Birth of Jesu s Christ 
 

The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia! 

And dwelt among us, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth! 

Iƻǿ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ DƛŦǘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾΩƴΤ 
{ƻ DƻŘ ƛƳǇŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ IŜŀǾΩƴΦ 
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

Where children pure and happy pray to the blessèd Child, 
Where misery cries out to Thee, Son of the mother mild; 
Where charity stands watching and faith holds wide the door, 
The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, and Christmas comes once 
more. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
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The Holy Family, Juan Simón Gutiérrez 

 

December 26: Feast of the Holy Family  
 

The first Sunday in the octave of Christmas is the Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Normally this would be the feast of St. Stephen, the 
first martyr, also known as Boxing Day. Today we meditate on the Holy Family 
and pray for help to imitate their virtues in our home. See the readings of 
today, especially the second reading from Paul to the Colossians 3:12-21. 
 

Prayer to the Holy Family 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, being made subject to Mary and Joseph, didst 
consecrate domestic life by Thine ineffable virtues;  grant that we, 
with the assistance of both, may be taught by the example of Thy Holy 
Family and may attain to its everlasting fellowship. Who lives and 
reigns forever. Amen. 

 
Besides this carol, another appropriate hymn would be Where Charity and 
Love Prevail or Ubi Caritas. 
 

hƴŎŜ Lƴ wƻȅŀƭ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ /ƛǘȅ 

1. Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

3. And through all His wondrous 
childhood 
He would honor and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms He lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as He. 

2. He came down to earth from 
heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

4. Jesus is our childhood's 
pattern;1 
Day by day, like us He grew; 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness 

http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/once_in_royal_davids_city.htm#Note01
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Stoning of St. Stephen, 1447-1449, Fra Angelico 

Honoring St. Stephen, Martyr: 

Father: Christ, the New-born, today crowned blessed Stephen.  
All: Come, let us adore Him.  

Mother: Stephen, full of grace and power, was working great wonders and 
signs among the people.  

All: Thanks be to God.  
Father: You crowned him with glory and honor, O Lord.  

All: You have given him rule over the works of Your hands.  
Father: Let us pray. Grant, O Lord, we beseech Thee, that we may imitate 

him whose memory we celebrate, so as to learn to love even our 
enemies; because we now solemnize his martyrdom who knew how 
to pray even for his persecutors to our Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son, 
who lives and reigns forever. Alleluia.  

All: Alleluia. 
 

Good King Wenceslas 
1. Good King Wenceslas looked out 
On the feast of Stephen 
When the snow lay round about 
Deep and crisp and even 
Brightly shone the moon that night 
Though the frost was cruel 
When a poor man came in sight 
Gath'ring winter fuel 

4. "Sire, the night is darker now 
And the wind blows stronger 
Fails my heart, I know not how, 
I can go no longer." 
"Mark my footsteps, my good page 
Tread thou in them boldly 
Thou shalt find the winter's rage 
Freeze thy blood less coldly." 

2. "Hither, page, and stand by me 
If thou know'st it, telling 
Yonder peasant, who is he? 
²ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΚέ 
ά{ƛǊŜΣ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƘŜƴŎŜ 
Underneath the mountain 
Right against the forest fence 
.ȅ {ŀƛƴǘ !ƎƴŜǎϥ ŦƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦέ 

5. In his master's steps he trod 
Where the snow lay dinted 
Heat was in the very sod 
Which the Saint had printed 
Therefore, Christian men, be sure 
Wealth or rank possessing 
Ye who now will bless the poor 
Shall yourselves find blessing. 

оΦ ά.ǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ and bring me wine 
Bring me pine logs hither 
Thou and I will see him dine 
²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōŜŀǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƘƛǘƘŜǊΦέ 
Page and monarch forth they went 
Forth they went together 
Through the rude wind's wild lament 
And the bitter weather. 
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Apostle St. John the Evangelist, 1610-1614, El Greco 

December 27: Feast of St. John, Evangelist and Apostle 
 

St. John was the youngest apostle of Jesus, the brother of St. James the Greater. 
IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ǿƘƻƳ WŜǎǳǎ 
ƭƻǾŜŘέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ άōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΦέ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
martyred, but he did suffer beating, poisoning, and boiling in oil, of which he all 
miraculously survived. For his feast the priest wears white; all other feasts of 
apostles the priest wears red. 
 
The Catholic Encyclopedia mentions that άearly Christian art usually represents St. 
John with an eagle, symbolizing the heights to which he rises in the first chapter of 
his Gospel. The chalice as symbolic of St. JohnΧis sometimes interpreted with 
reference to the Last Supper, again as connected with the legend according to 
which St. John was handed a cup of poisoned wine, from which, at his blessing, 
the poison rose in the shape of a serpent.έ 
 
St. John, who spent most of his life teaching the main precept of Jesus "Little 
children, love one another" (from Jerome, Comm. in ep. ad. Gal., vi, 10). On this 
day we drink to the love of St. John. The Roman Ritual includes a blessing of wine. 
At the family meal, serve wine for the adults, another drink for the children. The 
father leads the blessing for the wine: 
 

Let us pray. Lord God, bless + and consecrate + this vessel of wine (or any 

other beverage) by the power of your right hand; and grant that, through 

the merits of St. John, apostle and evangelist, all your faithful who drink 

of it may find it a help and a protection. As the blessed John drank the 

poisoned potion without any ill effects, so may all who today drink the 

blessed wine in his honor be delivered from poisoning and similar harmful 

things. And as they offer themselves body and soul to you, may they 

obtain pardon of all their sins; through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 

Afterwards, the father pours a glass of wine, passes it to the mother and says 
ά5Ǌƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ άL ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴέ ƻǊ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΦέ Cups are then handed around the table 
the greeting is repeated by different members and guests.  
 
Sing God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen today.  

  

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09397a.htm
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The Seven Sorrows of the Virgin: The Flight into Egypt,  

c. 1496, Albrecht Dürer 
 

(Note: The depictions of the massacre of the Holy Innocents are too graphic and disturbing even for me, so 
LΩƳ ǇƛŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƭƛƎƘǘΦύ 

December 28: Feast of the Holy Innocents  
 

The Holy Innocents are the boy babies that Herod had killed when he was trying to 
find .ŀōȅ WŜǎǳǎΦ CǊƻƳ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ όMt 2:16-18). And an angel 
appeared in a dream to St. Joseph and told him to take Mary and the child Jesus into 
9ƎȅǇǘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ IŜǊƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΤ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ 
spared because they gave theirs. Today there is a blessing for children, and the 
parents can remember to bless their children every night with a sign of the Cross on 
their forehead. 

Blessing of Children  
Father: O Lord, hear my prayer. 

All: And let my cry come unto You. 
Father: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, once You embraced and placed Your 

hands upon the little children who came to You, and said: "Suffer the 
little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven, and their angels always see the face of my Father!" 
Look now with fatherly eyes on the innocence of these children and 
their parents' devotion, and bless them this day through our ministry. 
(The father signs the forehead of each child with the sign of the cross.) 
In Your grace and goodness let them advance continually, longing for 
You, loving You, fearing You, keeping Your commandments. Then they 
will surely come to their destined home, through You, Savior of the 
world. Who lives and reigns forever and ever. 

All: Amen 
Father: May God bless you. And may He keep your hearts and mindτthe 

Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 

The father then sprinkles the children with holy water.  
 

Coventry Carol (Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child) 

Lully, lullay, Thou little tiny Child, 
By, by, lully, lullay. 

1. O sisters too, how may we do, 
For to preserve this day 
This poor Youngling for Whom we sing 
By, by, lully, lullay? 

3. Then woe is me, poor Child, for Thee, 
And ever mourn and say;  
For Thy parting nor say nor sing,  
By, by, lully, lullay.  

Lully, lullay, Thou little tiny Child, 
By, by, lully, lullay. 

2. Herod the king, in his raging, 
Charged he hath this day 
His men of might, in his own sight, 
All young children to slay. 
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Simeon and Anna Recognize the Lord in Jesus, c. 1627,  

Harmenszoon van Rijn Rembrandt 
Oil on wood 

December 29: 5 th  Day in the Octave of Christmas 
Optional Memorial of St. Thomas Becket, bishop & martyr  

 

The Church celebrates the first eight days, or octave of Christmas, as every day 
a little Christmas. There is another octave at Easter. The difference between 
the two octaves is the Christmas octave includes a few other feast days within 
the octave, but Easter has none. The Christmas octave includes the feasts of 
St. Stephen, St. John Evangelist, Holy Innocents, and the Holy Family. The first 
three feasts are of martyrs, symbolizing the three kinds of martyrdom: freely 
chosen and killed, freely chosen but did not die, and not chosen but martyred.  
New YŜŀǊΩǎ Day, which is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, is the final 
day of the Christmas octave.  
 

Today is the optional Memorial of St. Thomas Becket, bishop and martyr, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who died in 1170, murdered by knights of King 
Henry LL ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΦ Iƛǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǘǊŜΦ 
 

The Gospel today is the Presentation in the Temple, Luke 2:22-35. 
 

Good Christian Men Rejoice 
1. Good Christian men rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice! 
Give ye heed to what we say 
News! News! 
Jesus Christ is born today! 
Ox and ass before Him bow 
And He is in the manger now 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 

2. Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice 
Now ye hear of endless bliss 
Joy! Joy! 
Jesus Christ was born for this 
He hath ope'd the heav'nly door 
And man is blessed evermore 
Christ was born for this 
Christ was born for this. 

3. Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice 
Now ye need not fear the grave: 
Peace! Peace! 
Jesus Christ was born to save 
Calls you one and calls you all 
To gain His everlasting hall 
Christ was born to save 
Christ was born to save. 
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Adoration of the Shepherds, 1539-40, Agnolo Bronzino 

December 30: 6 th  Day in the Octave of Christmas  
 
We continue with the Octave (eight days) of Christmas. Today and tomorrow 
are the only days without a saint in the General Roman Calendar. 
 
Today the Gospel concludes the Presentation in the Temple story, including 
Anna, the prophetess. (Luke 2:26-30): 
 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, having lived with her husband 
seven years from her virginity, and as a widow till she was eighty-four. 
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and 
prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks 
to God, and spoke of him to all who were looking for the redemption 
of Jerusalem.  
And when they had performed everything according to the law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 
God was upon him. 

 
Angels We Have Heard on High 

1. Angels we have heard on high 
{ǿŜŜǘƭȅ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻΩŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains.  
 

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ Whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Refrain 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
Refrain 

4. See Him in a manger laid, 
Whom the choirs of angels praise; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
While our hearts in love we raise. 
Refrain 
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The Nativity, 1508-1519, Juan de Flandes 

Oil on Panel 

December 31: 7 th  Day in the Octave of Christmas 
Optional Memorial of Pope St. Sylvester I 

 

This is ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ нлмлΣ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ 
ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
Pope for the upcoming year.  
 

Prayer to Mary for My Family (by Rev. George Dennerle) 
L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŘŜŀǊ aƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
listen to me now. You were the Mother of your happy Family. May I ask you, please to 
help my dear mother? Keep her well and strong, so that she can take care of her 
family as you did. You loved Saint Joseph, for he was the head of your Family. Please 
help my good father. He must be well and strong, too. He must have work to do. Jesus 
was the Child of your Family. Please help all the children in our family to be like your 
Jesus. Amen 
 

Prayer for Our Nation (by Rev. George Dennerle) 
Dear Mother Mary! You are the greatest of all the saints in heaven. We ask you to 
watch over our country. We ask you to guard our flag. Please help our leaders: make 
them good, make them brave, make them love you and your dear Son, Jesus. Be a 
mother to all the people. Help us now, and bring us to heaven when we die. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Our Holy Father 
Dear Jesus, please watch over and bless our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI. Give him 
good health and energy to fulfill his office. Help him to love You more every day. May 
he be open to the direction of the Holy Spirit so that he can guide the whole Church 
on earth. Amen. 
 

The Friendly Beasts 
1. Jesus, our Brother, strong and good, 
Was humbly born in a stable rude, 
And the friendly beasts around Him 
stood, 
Jesus, our Brother, strong and good. 

пΦ άLΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊƭȅ ƘƻǊƴΣ 
άL ƎŀǾŜ IƛƳ Ƴȅ ǿƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ 
warm, 
He wore my coat on Christmas morn; 
LΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊƭȅ ƘƻǊƴΦ 

нΦ άLΣέ said the donkey, shaggy and 
brown, 
άL ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ Iƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇƘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ 
I carried His mother to Bethlehem town; 
LΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƪŜȅΣ ǎƘŀƎƎȅ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴΦ 

рΦ άLΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǾŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŦǘŜǊǎ ƘƛƎƘΣ 
άL ŎƻƻŜŘ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
cry, 
We cooed Him to sleep, my mate and I; 
LΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǾŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŦǘŜǊǎ ƘƛƎƘΦ 

оΦ άLΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǿΣ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘΣ 
άL ƎŀǾŜ IƛƳ Ƴȅ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ōŜŘΣ 
I gave Him hay to pillow His head; 
LΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǿΣ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘΦ 

6. Thus all the beasts, by some good spell, 
In the stable dark were glad to tell 
Of the gifts they gave Emmanuel, 
The gifts they gave Emmanuel. 
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Virgin and Child, 1320-22, Lippo Memmi 

Tempura on Wood

January 1: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
 

Today concludes the Christmas Octave, and marks the beginning of the year 2011. 
We honor Mary as the Mother of God, the highest privilege for a human 
being.Theotokos is the Greek word for this title of άMother of Godέ and this is one 
of MaryΩs oldest titles. 
 

Traditionally many people visited family and friends on this day. In particular it has 
been a day for remembering our baptism and our godparents and godchildren. 
We both pray for our godparents (perhaps visiting, providing gifts) and our 
godchildren. Perhaps all the family baptismal candles could be arranged around a 
central Christ Candle as the table display, and everyone could renew their 
baptismal promises. 
 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises: 
Leader: When you were baptized, your godparents made promises to God for 

you. Now you are old enough to make themselves. Tell me: do you 
promise to have nothing to do with the devil? 

All: We do promise. 
Leader: Nor with his works of sin? 

All: We do promise. 
Leader: Do you promise to keep away from everything the devil uses to lead 

people into sin? 
All: ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ 

Leader: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth? 

All: We do believe. 
Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was born 

and died for us? 
All: We do believe. 

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the 
Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and life everlasting? 

All: We do believe. 
Leader: Do you believe all the Catholic Church believes and teaches? 

All: We do believe. For Jesus Christ, began the Catholic Church. He 
promised to be with His Church always. He promised that His church 
would teach only what is true.  

Leader:  Will you always believe in the Holy Catholic Church? 
All: ¸ŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜ ŀǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΦ  

  


